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ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY ANNUAL REPORT 2014

The year started with the accent on conservation work – particularly for 
books. Jerry Lovatt, our Hon Librarian, gained a grant from the British 
Mountaineering Council towards the re-binding of 20 of our historic moun-
tain books from the nineteenth century; we augmented the fund with sales 
of surplus second-hand books. Work went ahead with expert help from 
Cyril Titus, a book restorer with many years of experience with the British 

Library. The elegant new bindings 
are a tribute to those members who 
helped build the book collection 
we have today. Other conservation 
work progressed with the high-reso-
lution scanning of prints from the 
early photo albums in our collec-
tions, as part of our long-term digi-
tisation project.

In the summer, the Library did 
some actual mountaineering. In 
1864, AC members Frank Fox 
Tuckett and Reggie Macdonald 
attempted the first ascent of the 
Barre des Écrins (4102m) but time 
and weather caused the summit 
to elude them. Several days later, 
Edward Whymper, Horace Walker, 
Alphonse W Moore, and guides 
Michel Croz and Christian Almers 
Senior and Junior, succeeded. The 
commune of Valouise decided to 
hold a 150-year celebration climb 
and to open a small permanent 
alpinism exhibition in Ailefroide. 
The Library supplied two historic 
photos to the museum and we 
were invited to join some French 
climbers to repeat the climb. Sue 
Hare, who manages Library photo 
sales, myself, and three other 
AC members joined 70 climbers, 
including guides dressed as 
Whymper, Croz and the Almers, in 
the Refuge des Écrins. The weather 
began well and, after a pre-dawn 
start, the whole party gained the 
lower summit, that of the Dôme des 

Écrins (4015m). Then the weather closed in, but some climbers went on to 
the main summit. Celebrations continued that evening in Valouise and we 
presented the mayor with a photograph of Frank Tuckett, who has a local 
hut named after him.

The next invitation received by the library was to provide an exhibition, 
The Treasures of the Alpine Club, to run for around 10 months as part of the 
2015 Chamonix celebrations of the Golden Age of Alpinism (broadly 1854 
to 1865).

We negotiated a scheme to provide books, archives, artefacts, photos 
and paintings – around 200 items in all – for this, a process undertaken 
by Jerry, Glyn Hughes (Hon Archivist), Barbara Grigor-Taylor (Library 
Trustee), Peter Rowland (Hon Keeper of the Photographs) and John 
Fairley (Hon Keeper of the Pictures). Some items would be unique original 
artefacts, archives or paintings; other items would be images scanned from 
our collections of archival letters, photographic glass plates, and album 
photos. Fortunately, we now have a capable digitisation team in action in 
the photo library.

Clearly, everything would be insured, but we have to make extra provi-
sion for any possible loss of unique items. Our strategy is to scan or photo-
graph every item with an image file size of at least 50 megapixels, thus 

One of 20 hand-coloured aquatint plates in 
Views in the Himala Mountains by James 
Baillie Fraser, a large folio book published in 
1820 and expertly rebound in 2014. (Barbara 
Grigor-Taylor)

John Fairley and Sue Hare admiring newly 
re-bound book plates. (Hywel Lloyd)

The final ridge of the celebration climb of the Barre des Écrins, 150 years after 
the first ascent. (Hywel Lloyd)
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preserving a high-resolution 
image for posterity. Peter 
Rowland, Bernie Ingrams and 
Peter Payne have undertaken 
this task. John Fairley divided 
the paintings into two lots: one 
for summer exhibits and one for 
winter. This reduced the risk of 
total loss and reduced the expo-
sure of watercolours to exces-
sive light, which can fade these 
paintings.

At the time of writing, work is 
in progress to value every item 

and arrange high-security packing, transport and insurance for the moves 
to and from Chamonix. The exhibition was scheduled to run in the Musèe 
Alpin in the centre of Chamonix from late June 2015 through until after 
Easter 2016. When the collection returns to the AC, it will be exhibited 
in London and then in local shows in a number of places around the UK.

Finally, I know that all members will appreciate that these achievements 
have only been possible because of lots of difficult and time-consuming 
work by the experts on the library team. Our thanks are due to each one of 
them. The Chamonix Exhibition next year will be the library’s tribute to 
the alpinists of the Golden Age.

Hywel Lloyd

Messers Whymper and Croz seen 
on the Barre des Écrins, July 
2014. (Hywel Lloyd)

Contributors

CHI-YOUNG AHN has had several attempts and successes on first 
ascents and new routes in the Himalaya. Ahn won the Asian Piolet d’Or 
for his pure alpine style ascent on Himjung in 2012, and again in 2014 for 
his Gasherbrum V first ascent. He guides, instructs and freelances on the 
side and has begun to get into backcountry skiing.

MALCOLM BASS has always been fascinated by exploration. At first he 
focused on caving and cave diving, but his head was turned by a winter trip 
to Ben Nevis and since then he has been absorbed by the process of trying 
to climb new routes in Scotland, Alaska, Pakistan, India and China. He 
and Paul Figg were nominated for a Piolet d’Or for their ascent of the west 
face of Vasuki Parbat in 2010.

PETER BLAIR was born in Scotland, is at home in Chamonix, and is 
an associate member of the Alpine Club, spending his free time enjoying 
the mountains on foot and on ski. A PhD graduate in chemical physics 
from Edinburgh University, he has always been fascinated by the science 
and magic of photography. He has written two books on stereoscopy – 
Chamonix Mont Blanc in 3D and William England – a collector’s catalogue. For 
further information contact him at peter3dblair@gmail.com

ROGER BIRNSTINGL took his first Alpine holiday in 1946 with his 
family, staying at the Hotel Weisshorn in the val d’Annivier. There has 
been virtually no year since when he has not been somewhere in mountains 
of five continents. Likely the only AC member who earned his living as a 
bassoonist, he has played in orchestras ranging from the Chicago Symphony 
to the London Symphony. He left the latter to go to l’Orchestre de la Suisse 
Romande in Geneva, ideally placed to improve his rock climbing on the 
home crags of the Salève and climb the most famous 4000m peaks. 

KESTER BROWN is the managing editor/designer of publications for the 
New Zealand Alpine Club. He produces the club’s quarterly magazine The 
Climber and the annual NZ Alpine Journal. He is a rock climber and moun-
taineer of many years’ standing and lives at Taylors Mistake Beach, NZ.

DEREK BUCKLE is a retired medicinal chemist now acting part-time 
as a consultant to the pharmaceutical industry. With plenty of free time 
he spends much of this rock climbing, ski touring and mountaineering in 
various parts of the world. Despite climbing, his greatest challenges are 
finding time to accompany his wife on more traditional holidays and the 
filling of his passport with exotic and expensive visas.


